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Desr Bitlis o 


As you know, Chuck FcConnell and I met With the Vasulkas two 

Weeks AZO to flesh out the proposal for "Homemade TV: CONFIGURATICHN." 
Je considered both tne content of the program and the organization 

of its production. 


> 


™TH developing the intesration of human and electronic space, the 
orimary format will be that of an extended dream sequence, with 
a"yeal" figure interacting with an electronically processed 
landscape. The base materials for this primarily urban landscape 
will be preshot on a nortapnac, and multiple layers of keying and 
other vrocessing will develop these environments and place the 
"dreamer," or protagonist, within them. sequences, will transform 
ae EP rom in ge disregarding literal notions of reality. As in a drean, 
the program will not have a linear plot per se, but will have the 
continuity of an identifiable human figure, the "dreamer," in the 
wanderings of his mind, Plot will exist, however, in the creation. 
anc resolution of visual and audio tensions. | 


“9 make this more concrete, here are some examples of sequences: 
The proszram besins with a Nliteral" black and white scene of a 
middle aged man in a bathrobe dozing in a easy chair in front ‘of 

a television. On the television set appears a sign off, then 
random noise, and then, keyed onto the random noise in COLOr, 

the program title, "Homemade TV: CONFIGURATION." Gradually the 
random noise dissolves into an image of the room identical to 

that seen on the full screen, and this image acquires a surreal 
quality through techniques such as colorization and feedback. 

The “literal” camera of the full room gradually zooms into the 

TV set nee the processed image, and we have completed the transition 
into the dream world or tne orotaronist. 

In another sequence, the dreamer groggily gets up und walks to 

x door, presumably the bedroom, Upon opening the door, he instead 
talks out onto a surreal seashore, and during his walk alongs this 
sashore, there occurs a sunset. As the sun fills the screen, it - 
an ns forms through a variety of circular urban snapes and NASA type 
otage of earth as seen from space. Continuing his walk, he 

oeels back the lake to reveal an undersea world including such 
activities as children playing chess. 
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vie camera zooms into the pupll of tne dreamer's eye, and images 
~ the dreamer interact with scenes of his daily life along with 


0 

purely synthesized imaces, as the audio acquires the compacted 

Svream OF consciousness quality, floating among dialogue, monologue, 

and synthesized sound, ENVOURN. The. use oF multipole keys and pone Lock. 
e dreamer in various sizes will interact with his own image, 

S in the example of Standing on his own shoulder and whispering 

in his ear, 


“ne dreamer walks into 8 room with a xerox machine, and various 


persons walk un to the machine, place their faces on it, and are 
xeroxec, The vrotazonist collects the copies, and is transported 


nme TOD Of 4 tall building where he folds the pictures into 
r airplanes and tosses them into the air, the sequence ends 
with the skyline of tochester filled with paper human airpalnes, 


in the closing sequence, the dreamer looks into a bathroom 
mirror, and sees the back of his head in the mirror, The mirror 
imame turns to face the dreamer as it "really" should, and the 
creamer berins Shaving as the imare loses much of its Surreal 
quality. The camera zooms out to reveal the image inside a television 
monitor in Subcontrol, and the credit for the dreamer appears 
On the screen inside the monitor, “he camera then pans to an 
adjacent monitor of colorized feedback, and the creators of the 
prOorranm, LAroueh tre use of keying, are sucked from the control 
room into the monitor and dissolved in the feedback as their 
credits appezr on the screen, 


UP eI ZeC Ona lly. ow) produce the program and be responsible 

for its overall execution, as well as vrovide the necessary 
vportapak sequences, Chuck will Cirect and execute the interface 

of the Vasulkas! system with that of tne studio. The Vasulkas! 
primary activity will be as artists creating the artificial realicy. 
and their conceptions will Suide the shou, 


“n® question has been raised as to wnether Portable Channel should 
be involved in further productions of the Vasulkes and WAAL, 
VEPCeiniy Wetl. e2ouic approacn them directly and indeed, we hove 
you Will become increasingly involved with video as an art form, 
snat we are provosing is Support. from WKXI in producing a segment 
of MNomemade TV which we believe Will be quite fascinating. ‘hile 
rortable Channel'ts "specialty" ig 4" video, we see Homemade "V 

as a forum for exverimentation with many facets of television, and 
we hove to continue the direction begun in "Homemade TV: THE 
abacCiRONIC IMACE" and believe we bring a sensitivity to the video 
movement as well as our own expertise to this task.. 


“oO be sure, there was some confusion on the earlier program, but 
as the day brozressed, functions became Clearer, and Specifically 
the necessity for me to f t3 é d i think all of us 
vie Mev ewoity tor me to function as producer, I think a of us 
involved learned from the experience of that peor and the 
consensus of our meeting was that, based on that experience, the 
above production arrangement would work well, 





Two last notes. The Vasulkas will be teaching a workshop at 
Portable Channel May 22-24 and brinzing their equipment to 
Rochester Tor. That purpose, and it would be most efficient if 

we could dovetail production with that time, Second, it may be 
DOSSLELSe TO acquire the vse of a. auLt-2tra synthesizer, the most 
sophisticated video synthesizer of its type, at a nominal rental 
cost. I will know more about this soon. 


AS 2 mentioned on the televhone, we are planning 2 relaxed summer 
at Portable Channel, including no vroduction of Homemade TV for 
July, August, and September (unless the Yasulkas program were to 
be produced in June for airing in July). This would, however, 
present the opportunity VO .rerun some prior prosrams OL especial 
interest. +” 


C3 0 


mo» 


2onzratulations on your most successful auction, The organization 
and spirit were extremely impressive, 





ee: the Vasulk2s ‘ 
nuck MeConnell 
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Portable Channel Videotane Catalog 


This catalog contains brief descriptions of the first 
nineteen videotape programs produced as part of an experi- 
mental video series in cooperation with WKXI-TV in 
Rochester, New York. 


The series, called HOMEM.DE TV, constitutes the first 
exemple of such cooperation between a video group using 
porteble = videotape equipment and a public television 
Station. Thus, it serves as a model for the kinc of 
programming that arts, cultural, and community organizations 
can produce on cable and broadcast television, 


The progrems were mace by Portable Chennel steff, 
equipment-pool users, interes, workshop members, and 
guest artists. 


Unless otherwise indicated, the viceotapes run about 
thirty minutes. They are evaileble to non-prorit organi-~ 
zétions for uses other then broadcast or ceblecest in 
EIAJ = standard formet for rental et $25/2 weeks or for 
purchese at £75. Portable Channel can also provide the 
programs in 3/4" U-Matic, 2° quacraplex, anc other formats 
by special request at an edditional charge. Rental of 
progrems for broadcast, cablecast, or commercial purposes 
1s negotiated on en incividucl basis. 


Portable Channel, Inc. is ea not-for-profit community 
vicco facility partially funded by the Het: York State 
Council on the arts. 


1) 


2) 
2) 
hy 
a 
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PORTABLE CHANNEL METS SENIOR CITIZENS 
November 19, 1972 


The pilot program of the HOMEM.DE TV series. Glimpses 
of old pcople as individuals rather than as social 
statistics. The programs includes a 76-year-old woman 
baking strudel in her apartment, a birthday party for 
two 9&=-ycar-olds, a conversation with elderly resicents 
of a nursing home, and senior citizcns putting together 
a variety show at a neighborhood center. 


~LDIRONDACK PARK: PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 


Merch 19, 1973 


Produced by the uadirondack iction Coalition to alert 
people to the human implications oa both sides of the 
i.GQironcdack Park Development Plan, then pending before 
the ew York State Legislature. 


COMMUNITY OF WITNESS 
Pris 19 ) 19 73 


in insight into the process of religiously-oriented 
civil cisobccience which has becn rebroadcast on 
VNYC/Ncw York's program, “11 About TV." During Holy 
Week of 1972, thcolozy students strung a chain around 
the Federal Building where the trial of the Harrisburg 7 
wes taking plece, symbolically arrcsting the building 

to protest the trial and the Victnam ‘far. Portable 
Channel was there, heving travelled to Harrisburg with 
perticipants from Colgate Rochester Divinity School and 
St. Bernard's Seminery. 


WOMEN ON NOMEN 


The first progrem of Portable Channel's ‘iomen’s Tclevision 
Project, whose members came togethcr to meke viceotancs 
expressing positive, eltcrnative imagcs of women. This 
program incluces a talk with a woman newspaper 

publisher in Rochester ena a conversation with actress 
Viveca Lindfors along with excerpts from her one~woman 
show, “I im 4 tioman.* 











HYPE FOR HOPPER (20 min.) | | _ — 


June 2l, 19773 


This show is a personal view of a "mu 
held at RIT with actor Dennis Hopper. 
the release of his movie KID BLUE. The program is fascinat- 


ing not only in its content, but in its juxta iti 
OSs1ition o 
varying viewpoints of the same event. : : . 


ltimedia symposium" 
It coincided with 





6) GERARDO 
August 2, 1973 


Producea by the Media Department at St. John Fisher 
College. The story of Gerardo, a young filmmeker, 
his work with animation, end his parcnts. Raises 
important questions about the impact of the visual 
mccdia and cemonstrates how the technology can be 
humanized, 


7) CABLE REPORT 
Scpotembcr 6, 1973 


If community television is to be meaningful, involvement 
by viewers must extend beyond passively watching a 
program. Cable Report is part of a ceble cecucation 
proccess. Using 3" videotapes from the eanual 
qational Cable Tclcvision issociation convcntion as 
@ springboard, Portable Channel held « town mecting 
on cable in WAXI-TV's studio. Public officials, 
cable experts, and intercsted citizcns discussed 
cable television. In addition to taking telcphone 
questions and comments, pcople watching the vrorvram 
were invited to participate in the discussion in the 
stucio, a discussion which continued long efter the 
program left the air. Color. One hour. 


8) GENESEE VALLEY 
nugust 16, 1973 


The Genesce Region Vicco Journél, centered in the rurel 
area south of Rochester, is a project intcrested in 
cocumenting the history, beauty, and problems of the 
Genesec Region. Portable Channcl has supported the 
project through the extended loan of equipment and 

with cxpertise. In this program, the Journal looked 

at the beauty of the region and reised questions of 
planning to preserve thet beauty. 


9) SPORT LAND SEX: What sbout Women? 
ok September 20, 1973 


Produced by the Viomcn's Telcvision Project. i look at 
womcn end girls participating in various sports, 
coupled with a lively discussion among school eadmini- 
strators, teachers, parents, and students around 

the inequitable allocation of athletic funds and the 
question of “scparete but equal“ versus intcgratcd 
athletic programs. 





10) 


11) 


12) 


13) 


14) 


SUMMER FUW 
Octooer 4, 1973 


i talk with artist Morton Sobotnick end a television 
reereation of his work of “chamber art’: titlec 

“es i Game for Tvo Playcrs’; also, a vidco verite 
look at the Veatkins Glen Rock Festival. 


SELF HELP PRODUCTIONS 
October 18, 1973 


Procuced by « black media group with assistance from 
Portable Channel, this program illustratcs the usc of 
vidco as cultural cxchangc. In its look at tivo local 
black organizations, it prescnts a casual end revealing 
perspective which would be difficult, if not impossible, 
for a non-bleck to perceive and document. *“Monroc 
County Community Orgenizors’ featurcs scenes from the 
People's Club, People's Liquor store, and Youth 
Feceration run by the non-profit corporetion to provide 
cconomic stability for its scrvicc programs in the 

poor community; “Haiti Afro-Amcrican Cultural Center: 
rcetures art and music. 


Hi.PPY BIRTHDAY, HOMEMADE TV 
November 15, 1973 


& retrospcetive of the first year's programming on 
HOM:PL.DE TV, with an informal discussion of its relation 
co our telcvision environment and 2 look ct how it is 
creatcc. 


OUTSIDE AGIT.ATORS 
December 21, 1973 


the Sen Francisco Mime Trouoc in rcehcersel end con- 
versation, focussing on thc relationship betwecn art 
anc politics, and a conversation with Congressman 
Pete McCloskey. 


TATTOO 
Jamery 3, 197k 


Vicco es anthropology; tattoo as en artform. Larry 
Gale, the vidco ertist, cxplores the subculture of 
tattoos enc uscs the clectronic effects ‘of the 
tclevision studio to convcy the acsthctic cheracter 
of tattoos as pop art. | 


THE ELECTRONIC IMAGE 
Jonuery 17, 1974 


Distinguished video artists Stcine enc Wooay Vasulke 
cemonstretc tcchniqucs of vidco image goncration 
auc perticipetc in an clectronic jem scssion. Color, 





16) 


17) 


GONVESEE COOP 
FCbrusry 7, A997: 


in in-acpth stucy of the pcoplc, processcs, end 
activitics of a Rochester “alternative institution’. 
This program, cocumcenting the cfforts of young pcople 
to live co-opceratively, constructively, and creatively 
was repeatca at the request of VXAI, Channcol 2a. 1h 
Rochcster, New York in response to cudicneo cnthusicsm 


LORD MR. FORD 
Merch 7, 1974 


Crcatcd by Portable Channcl interns cnd staff in con- 
Junction with visiting artist Elon Soltcs, this program 
cxplorcs the human, cultural, anc cnvironmentel 

conteys of the cnergy crisis. 


LAPEs LREARING TRE. STLENCH 
i 


Oe ie ee 

Interns ct Porteble Channel crected this tapc lu response 
to @ tolcwisiou oregram, “Cry Repc’, which they 

regarace Es ineensibive to women. Thc progrém considers 
what Nappes vo vemen aftcr a rape, its sociel contcxt, 
how repe cia be preventcd, and how womcn cea avoid 
ellowing rape to scar thcir lives. 





THEA MODERATE GARBAGE, CORPORATION 
May 6 9 19 Thy 







the work of 
earouna the steatc 


“le 


GoSC 





lincluacs a velk with Hancy About vicco. Color. 





PORTABLE CHANNEL 


4 





on. 


“te wears: V 
a] 


Frer See » 


co 


: 
‘ oO am 
SNE 


vlec es 


m a r i ee cc | ih OO 
BULielo, ke. eee 
PN ae Ee , 
Jeat Dye ilies 
a ena be ‘ ee 
1 ; A ~ Far as oe a . am ey ae a pe” aaa ae le 
“We heve recenely received some Loformétion conce ming we: 
— bd os 4 ar a “> ' ‘ ’ c ™ >. pile ia 2 wo os. cs 
Interne cionel Federation for Information Frocessing Congress 
; * ©5 4. Tr an ae . — i", mee: pen te ny ant 3? 1 . oo 7 = pon rege ¥f LL at. 1 , md po 
tO be hela Avge ES Oe Of LO und > HU US be i ea ills ¢nLi eee an OF G is ess, 
; s is Lg clayey Ee wabm one Vice 7? }- 2 T INT ANH 4 
congress is to be the new Film and Viceo Pheater vnien wil 
y 4 = eee eg oes 5 + ‘ adie i aer hye "\ yr iS 7 1 =: as 
''eature the latest édvances in computer e@niméetion ia ert 
x . es i ; 7 Sos + a oo 2m tn wy i. 1 : ro TC 
end science, computer cesigny, és well as films and videotepes 
: : ee ~ 4 ats 7? avs ~Soyer mae bt oe ae | oe 
CepLCoine LuNaCric ULONM Droecessi ns eps Luce CLONS 
Tf = 7 Tee 7 a oe : ~ en c + a tat +] a en NNT 
He heave been asked to nominate a videotape End woula very 
. 2 z Asi Set ee oe Ny teen, “ nla 3 +. 7 Tt oo ~ 4r ~, tf 
much like to susgest the tepe whicn we call ee Scan 
* ae gn a nore = : a le oes 5 Th. Chor cee . # pac aR py ne og 7Y fn e2 3 7 B45 ¢ by 
which was broedcest in the HOMEMADE TV series in June, 1975. 
e5 3 " : y a = hl Ys a7 * C ex 
“e need to send the homination in by Februery 1, 1977, so 
+ ee. “ = = % ee ee + 4 ae 2 ey Lo T- OD nies 
T sowie be: Gretel 22 you: COulG COnvec. Us erly neko VeOn. 


8 Prince Street 
Rochester, New York 14607 


(716) 244-1259 





Stonenocket 








A etonta, 
Leee~ Se (7A SS LC ee, 
“e & down § ovnd’ 


se rn 
et O/e- spe 3 hos 
eo Vbecsa’ ogee (Crea s 
Vhe wis 


SCH Le / ex Or 
ae Pe frome J p22 e VA 


| cue tn XG, Ko ov Cis tine le 
ms A C4 729 Tale 
CPE (oe 


rO4 Le /, Fate ago Lrerta/ 
pi igi rs 5 


Mecord / Ae Z 
of Boe | Fy AD LA Os vat 


Ws Gre, OCGCL acl 
7 Melee Ez ar Ws ae ; ra 
LL’ T/T, sa mera ios & 


18a CCP ta,/ Whe r~ tule aoe 
5 ha a we Oe Leecr: bea! Be Ctra, Foon 5 
Caer o-bich as Cow 5 Ha ole | 


8 
Bochasial ee York 14607 
(716) 244-1259 





htclel 7 be jy ferr oF to fee 


Ace V4 Jf a aor bboy per Ce MOK Zo 


oe Gres Yds ae LHF s 
4 Xp 011 ace , Sie [PEE bo Bes 
Stages 7 SLjen seoferes /) x ace Lon ff 


wet ks typ Sar 2S, af& tz 
2) a weeklong erecting work hep. 
Heose Jo v7 @ btw yer feee Ko, 
tA her meri worg Gee a al f 


Arce eo = ave reece pe Wer rte C 
a LEG ds 2 ae yore eC Yor VAC LY OL £3 ho 


Hage fo get jit _ Car 
aA Cac ple wee ls from Woes 
pbk Loe a2 whenlA - est Coe st 
West (at . Waolb Lrke te come 


by net bereeen we <_— 
SO Vitel VT {rec fect fA 


